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HALESWORTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  Halesworth  Urban  District  Council* 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Capp,  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  of  the 
district  for  1954>  during  which  year,  until  10th  October,  Dr.  J.B.  Kershaw  was 
your  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  rates  which  are  among  the  most  sensitive  indices  to  the  social 
conditions  of  an  area  are; 

(1)  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  which  here  is  nil. 

(2)  The  Death  rate  of  children  aged  one  to  two  years  - nil  here. 

(3)  The  Death  rate  due  to  tuberculosis  - nil  hero. 

(4)  The  standardised  (adjusted)  death  rate  - which  here  is  slightly  less  than 

that  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  Birth  rate  has  fallen  this  year,  but  infantile  mortality  is  much 
improved.  The  number  of  deaths  has  remained  constant  during  the  last  three  years, 
although  the  population  has  increased.  The  importance  of  malignant  disease  is  seen 
in  that  nearly  17$  of  the  total  deaths  were  due  to  this  cause.  It  is  a fact  that 
with  an  aging  population  the  incidence  of  malignant  disease  will  increase,  being  in 
general  a disease  of  the  aged,  but  it  is  believed  that  there  has  been  a real  increase 
in  its  occurrence  throughout  the  country. 

The  infectious  disease  position  for  the  year  was  satisfactory,  though 
measles  did  occur  in  the  first  half.  Measles,,  in  the  healthy,  is  usually  a mild  illness. 
Its  importance  is  in  the  poor  nutritioned  child  who  tends  to  develop  complications. 

The  position  regarding  tuberculosis  became  worse  during  1954,  five  new  cases 
occurred.  Throughout  the  Country  the  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  has  considerably 
decreased,  but  it  is  a matter  for  concern  that  the  number  of  cases  has  not  diminished. 

On  5th  July,  1954  the  Government  control  of  slaughtering  ceased  and  private 
slaughtering  was  reinstitated.  During  the  transition  period  the  Council  was  required 
to  see  that  sufficient  slaughtering  accommodation  was  available  for  the  needs  of  the 
district;  a survey  of  slaughterhouses  was  carried  out  &nd  consultations  with  the 
organisations  representing  farmers  and  meat  traders  were  arranged. 

As  a result  of  this,  throe  private  slaughterhouses  were  licenced  compared 
with  four  pre-war. 

From  1st,  October,  1954>  by  Government  order  it  was  made  compulsory  to 
provide  caps  or  covers  overlapping  the  lips  of  containers  of  pasteurised  milk,  and  also 
milk  distributors  were  required  to  put  pasteurised  milk  into  the  containers  in  which 
it  is  to  be  delivered  to  the  consumer  at  the  premises  at  which  it  is  pasteurised. 

These  moasureo  are  progessive  and  welcome. 

Regarding  Sanitary  Work,  the  district  was  without  a Sanitary  Inspector 
during  most  of  1954 J emergency  work  was  very  kindly  performed  by  Mr,  D.J.  Wood,  Assistant 
County  Sanitary  Officer  and  Meat  Inspection  by  Mr,  G.B.B,  Howat,  Veterinary  Surgeon. 

I have  not  attempted  to  provide  records  of  Sanitary  Work  during  1954$  Mr»  F.W.Y.  Buckley 
commenced  duty  on  1st.  November, 


I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

P.G.  CANNON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  1107  Acres. 

Registrar-General* s estimate  of  population 

(mid  1954).  2,270. 


No.  of  inhabited  houses.  830. 

Rateable  Value , £14 ,296. 

Product  of  penny  rate.  £55. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male.  Female,  Total . 


Live  births. 
(Illegitimate  Births). 


16  13  29 

(2)  (1)  (3) 


Illegitimacy  Rate.  - 103  per  1000  live  births. 

Illegitimacy  Rato  (England  and  Wales) -46  per  1000 live  births. 


Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  = 12.8. 

Adjusted  birth  rate.  - 15.0  (Comparability  factor  1.17). 

Birth  Rate  per  1000  population  (England  and  Wales)  = 15*2. 

Note  on  adjusted  birth  rate. 


Local  birth  rates  are  usually  expressed  in  terms  of  population. 

These  populations  are  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  and  comprise  persons 
of  all  ages,  including  many  who  quite  obviously  have  no  influence  on  the 
reproductive  process.  These  latter  do  however  effect  the  birth  rate  in  that  a 
prepondaronce  of  them  in  the  population  of  an  area  tends  to  lower,  and  a small 
proportion  of  them  to  raise,  the  true  rate.  Considerable  variation  in  the  size 
of  this  proportion  exists  in  different  areas  and  it  is  therefore  apparent  that  the 
elimination  or  standardisation  of  such  a factor  enables  a truer  comparison  between 
areas . 


A result  on  these  lines  is  obtained  through  the  issue  by  the  Registrar-General 
of  a comparability  factor  for  each  area  for  use  with  birth  rates.  The  adjusted 
birth  rate  resulting  from  the  multiplication  of  the  crude  birth  rate  of  an  area  by 
its  comparability  factor  may  be  regarded  as  being  comparable  with  the  adjusted 
rate  of  any  other  area  or  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Still  Births.  - Nil. 

Still  birth  rate  (England 
and  Wales) 

Maternal  Mortality.  = 

Infant  Mortality.  = 

Infantile  Mortality  rate 
(England  and  Wales)  = 

Deaths . (All  causes) 


= 24*0  (per  1000  total  live  and  still  births). 

Nil. 

Nil. 

25.5  (Lowest  ever  recorded  in  England  and  Wales). 

Malo.  Female . Total. 

20  10  30 


Death  Rate  per  1000  estimated 

Population.  = 13.2 


Adjusted  death  rate  per  1000 
estimated  Population. 


10.8 


(Comparability  factor  0.82) 


Death  Rate  per  1000  population  (England  and  Wales)  = 11,3 


Note:-  This  comparability  factor  is  obtained  on  similar  principle  to  that 
for  comparability  factor  for  Births,,  and  used  in  a similar  way. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus . 

-V 

1 

1 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms. 

3 

- 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system. 

2 

1 

3 

Coronary  disease,  angina. 

5 

3 

8 

Other  heart  disease. 

3 

1 

4 

Other  circulatory  disease 

0 

2 

1 

3 

Bronchitis , 

- 

1 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis. 

- 

1 

1 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

• 

2 

1 

3 

Suicide, 

2 

— 

2 

20 

10 

30 

Suicido . 

1 of  drowning, 

1 of  gunshot  wounds. 

Comparative  Statistics. 

1242 

1250 

•1251 

1222 

1252 

1254 

Population. 

2110 

2171 

2169 

2186 

2249 

2270 

Nol  of  inhabited  houses. 

868 

8 90 

*742 

772 

810 

830 

No.  of  live  births. 

17 

29 

23 

34 

35 

29 

Birth  rate  ( Crude ) , 

8.06 

13.4 

10,6 

15.5 

15.5 

12.8 

No,  of  still  births. 

1 

2 

1 

0 

1 

0 

Maternal  mortality. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Infantile  mortality  rate. 

0 

0 

43.5 

45.4 

142.8 

0 

(No.  of  deaths). 

(1) 

(2) 

(5) 

No.  of  deaths  (all  ages). 

32 

27 

40 

30 

30 

30 

Death  rate  (Crude). 

15.3 

12.4 

18.4 

13.7 

13.3 

13.2 

H N°te • New  basis  of  computation  of  Domestic  premises. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  notifications  of  infectious  disease  were  received  during  the  year:- 


Scarlet  fever. 

Males. 

Females. 

1 

Total 

1 

Whooping  Cough, 

5 

2 

7 

Measles, 

43 

61 

104 

Puerperal  pyrexia. 

- 

2 

2 

Malaria. 

1 

- 

1 

Note: 

Measles.  The  outbreak  occurred  mainly  in  the  first  half  of  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  The  two  cases  occurred  in  the  Patrick  Stead  Hospital,  one  in 
January  and  one  in  May, 


Malaria 


This  was  a case  of  Benign  Tertion  Malaria  in  man  of  23  on  leave  from  service  in 
Hong  Kong.  Until  arrival  in  England  he  had  taken  anti-malarial  drugs  and  on 
cessation  of  these  the  disease  flared  up. 

Diphtheria  Immunisations . 

The  following  are  the  figures  for  Halesworth. 

During  1954  28  primary  immunisations  were  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Clinic  and  by  the  general  practitioners. 

The  ages  of  the  children  immunised  are  as  follows: 


Children  born 

in  1954 

5 

immunised 

it 

it 

it 

1953 

- 17 

it 

it 

it 

ti 

1952 

5 

it 

tt 

tt 

tt 

1951 

0 

it 

it 

n 

it 

1950 

1 

it 

During  1954  25  Booster  doses  were  given. 


The  importance  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  is  to  be  stressed,  as 
although  there  is  a much  less  incidence,  it  still  does  occur  and  will  increase 
if  immunisation  is  not  carried  out  on  a big  enough  scale. 

Immunisation  against  Diptheria  and  Whooping  Cough  can  be  carried  out  by 
three  injections  (one  at  monthly  intervals)  of  the  one  material  and  gives  little 
or  no  ill  effects.  It  can  be  started  at  age  3-4  months. 

Vaccination  is  still  recommended  in  all  infants,  particularly  in  males.  With 
new  technique,  there  should  be  no  harmful  effects  to  the  child. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

No,  of  cases  on  register  at 

Male . 
Pulm.  Non. 

Female. 

pulm.  Fuln.  Non  pulm. 

Total 

beginning  of  year. 

6 3 

3 

12 

No.  of  cases  on  register  at 

end  of  the  year. 

9 3 

5 

17 

No.  of  cases  added  to  register. 

3 

2 

5 

No,  of  cases  removed  from 

register. 

Additions  to  the  Register  - 5 

all  primary 

notifications. 

0 

FOOD  POISONING. 


No  cases  of  this  occurrod during  the  year. 
National  Assistance  Act  1948. 


During  1954  no  action  was.  nococoarv  under  SoctionA7  of  this  Act. 


* 


Milk  and  Drugs. 

During  1954  three  samples  of  milk  were  taken  by  the  County  Sanitary  Department 
All  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  "Appeal  to  the  cow"  samples  showed  natural 
deficiences.  The  vendor  was  warned. 

During  the  same  year  six  samples  of  food  and  drugs  other  than  milk  were  taken; 
all  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Factories  Act. 


There  are  twelve  factories  with  Mechanical  Power  in  Halesworth.  Two  inspections 
wero  done  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


There  are  twenty-two  factories  with  non-mechanical  power. 


P.G.  CANNON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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